AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS : 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, 
and listings, of claims in the application: 



Listing of Claims : 

Claims 1-17 (cancelled) . 

18. (currently amended) A hole cover for a vehicle, 
for covering an opening of a tubular member attached to a 
panel and through which a steering element is to pass, 
comprising : 

a seal body made mainly of elastic material and 



integrally including a cylindrical steering penetration 
portion through which the steering element passes and 
with which the steering element makes sliding contact in 
a rotational direction , an annular sealing portion of 
greater diameter than said cylindrical steering 
pene tration portion arran ged substantially coaxially with 

said_ cy li ndrica 1 steering penetra tion po rtio n, and a pair 

of e las t ic defor ming rings axially spa ced from o ne 
another and connecting said cylindrical ^steering 
p enetr ati on portion and sa i d_ a nn ul a r s e a 1 i n g po r t ion ; and 
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"^.?LYAD:9__. an elastic seal portion j^aving— and 



a seal retaining member which fits on said seal 
body, said seal retaining member having a plurality of 
latch projections adapted to be pressed against the 
tubular member substantially along an axis of the 
steering element so as to be caught in a latch recess 
formed in a vicinity of an axial end of the tubular 
member, 

wherein when said latch projections are caught in 
the latch recess, said seal retaining member presses said 
seal body against the axial end of the tubular member so 
that said annular sealing portion e^arSHt^re-^-e^---^^ 
said seal body is brought into pressure contact with a 
sealing surface formed at the axial end of the tubular 
membe r , with said elastic deforming rings allowing 
relative movement of said cylindrical steering 

19, (previously presented) A hole cover for a 
vehicle according to claim 18, wherein when said latch 
projections are caught in the latch recess, at least one 
of sound and vibration is produced. 

20. (currently amended) A hole cover for a vehicle 
according to claim 18, wherein said annular sealing 
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portion _e-l-a-f3-t --i-e - -s^a-linrg--"P0'3?-fe-i-©-n"-- is configured to make 
contact with a sealing surface having a circular shape, 
and said latch projections are arranged to be caught in a 
latch recess having an annular shape. 

21. (cancelled) 

22. (previously presented) A hole cover for a 
vehicle according to claim 18, wherein a retaining member 
bias means for biasing said seal retaining member in a 
direction away from the panel is formed on said seal 
body . 

23. (previously presented) A hole cover for a 
vehicle according to claim 18, wherein said latch 
projections are arranged to be exposed in an assembled 
state of said seal retaining member with the. tubular 
member . 

24. (currently amended) A hole cover for a vehicle, 
for covering an opening of a tubular member attached to a 
panel and through which a steering element is to pass, 
comprising: 
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a seal body made mainly of elastic material and 
-in^l^di-ng~ having an elastic seal portion having — int e gr a 1 1 y 
including a cylindrical steering penetration portion through 
which the steering element passes and with which said 
steering element makes sliding contact in a rotational 
d i r e c t i on , an annular sealing portion of greater diameter 
than _s a id cylindrical steering penetration p ortio n 
arranged substantially coaxially with said cylindrical 
steerin g pene tr ation portion, and a pair of elastic 
deforming rings axially spaced f r o m one another and 
connecting said cylindrical steering penetration portion 
and said annular sealing portion ; 

a seal retaining member which fits on said seal body; 

and 

a plurality of latch means for latching the seal 
retaining member with the tubular member substantially along 
an axis of the steering element, 

wherein when said seal retaining member is latched to 
the tubular member by said latch means, fehesaid seal 
retaining member presses fehes aid seal body against an axial 
end of the tubular member so that the sa id annular se aling 
EP^A9. 3 Q.... Glagtic GGal portio n of t h e goal body is brought 
into pressure contact with a sealing surface formed at the 
axial end of said tubular member / with said elastic 
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deforming rings allowing relati ve movement of said. 
cylindrical steering penetration portion and said annular 

25. (new) A hole cover as claimed in claim 18/ wherein said 
elastic seal portion further includes at least one annular 
sealing lip integral with said annular sealing portion, and 
wherein when said latching projections are caught in the 
latch recess, said at least one annular sealing lip is 
brought into pressure contact with an inner circumferential 
surface of the tubular member. 

26. (new) A hole cover as claimed in claim 18, wherein said 
elastic deforming rings are configured so as to allow said 
cylindrical steering penetration portion to move radially 
relative to said annular sealing portion. 

27. (new) A hole cover as claimed in claim 24, wherein said 
elastic seal portion further includes at least one annular 
sealing lip integral with said annular sealing portion, and 
wherein when said seal retaining member is latched to the 
tubular member by said latch means, said at least one 
annular sealing lip is brought into pressure contact with an 
inner circumferential surface of the tubular member. 
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28. (new) A hole cover as claimed in claim 24, wherein said 
elastic deforming rings are configured so as to allow said 
cylindrical steering penetration portion to move radially- 
relative to said annular sealing portion. 
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